THE   MESOPOTAMIA!*   CAMPAIGN.	5
there did appear to be a strong bloc of pro-British feeling in
the Middle East which,, as a " set-off;; against Turko-German
propaganda was of distinct value to British Eastern policy,
and this policy, in turn,, aimed at maintaining that feeling—
deeming it to contribute considerably to the security of India
itself.
Whether the importance of the political situation in the
Middle East was over-appreciated, it is unnecessary to en-
quire; the fact remains, that to maintain British prestige
at the head of the Persian. Gulf and in Persia was a
leading principle in British policy in the Middle East
in the years immediately preceding 1914, while strate-
gically, the chief interest of Great Britain in Persia and
in Mesopotamia lay in the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's
wells at Shustar; the hundred and forty miles of pipe-line
which connected them with the refineries, and the refineries
themselves, on the island of Abadan, at the mouth of the
Shatt-al-Arab.
From the Turko-German point of view, Mesopotamia was
of strategic interest, because so long as Great Britain had
command of the sea it was only by land that India could he
approached fuom Europe. Mesopotamia forms a corridor of
approach to south-west Asia, an approach which is immune
from attack from the sea; from Turkish territory routes run
through Baghdad and Qasr-i-Shirin, which outflank the
Caucasus and lead through north-east Persia into Afghanis-
tan. Its capital, Baghdad, therefore formed an effective centre
from which propagandist missions could be despatched into
Persia and Afghanistan—countries which were peculiarly
liahle violently to react to the stimulus of religious fanaticism.
From the German point of view, the importance of
Great Britain's political and strategical interests in Meso-
potamia must have been, sufficiently obvious to encourage
German policy to aim at playing upon the fears of India,
and—at the cost of a comparatively small expenditure of
man-power and resources to herself (the brunt of the burden
"being home by her Ally)—to force us to make a strategic
detachment in the Middle East to the prejudice of our effort
in the main theatre of war.
Bearing in mind the main points of this very sketchy out-
line of the political and strategical situations, we can
summarise British policy in the Middle East generally as
being to ensure the security of India, Egypt and the Suez
Canal; while in Mesopotamia and in Persia it aimed at
retaining the allegiance of our Mohammedan friends as a

